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Pupi!s at the Luther 
School for the Blind at Re 
tachintala in India learn 
write as part of the ac 
demic, industrial, music 
and religious training th 
receive in this school whi 
came into being almost li 
a “miracle.” Miss Me 
Victoria, the Indian prin 
pal, tells about the school 
her article ‘“That the Bii 
Might See’’ (page 15). 
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THIS MONTH 


A new “Meditation” 
ries begins this month 
a capsule study of the B 
of Ruth. For the next 
writers from our four w 
en’s organizations will gi 
three studies each on ft 
1960-61 convention them 
of our organizations. 
Youngdahl Nelson of ALC 
starts the series with “ 
Heart of Ruth’ (page 3§ 
. . . As we consider Pa 
Education in the chu 
Calendar of Causes 
month, auxiliary leaders 
the four churches discuss 
a symposium the ‘Place 
the Auxiliary in the Churé 
Educational Program” 
8). . . . An invitations 
all our readers to share th 
thinking and dreaming ab 
the place of women’s wi 
in the emerging new cht 
is made in ‘’Merger 
ters’ (p. 32). Send 
ideas to the persons liste 
the sarticlomemene 
tera to ALCW readers 
“Program Helps’ (p. — 
which ULCW readers 
joyed for many years i 
theran Woman’s Work 
monthly program topic 
come alive as members tl 
about and act on som 
the ideas in this feature 
Preparation for their mor 
ly meetings. 


When 
Missionaries Meet 


by Mrs. Howard A. Alsdorf 


The singular spirit of “oneness” in the 
Church’s missionary family is captured in 
the following story and sketches by Mrs. 
Howard A. Alsdorf, missionary wife in 
Japan. The Japan mission meeting was 
held this year at Lake Biwa near Kyo- 
to. The “oneness” of the whole Christian 
family on earth is reflected in her story. 


_ ARRIVING EARLY in the morning, we found the smell of frost, snow, and 
ke mingling as we left the station platform and took the waiting bus to the 
ako Hotel near Lake Biwa, which is not far from Kyoto. At the hotel we 
yed the warmth of the lobby while we greeted old friends and met new ones, 
where all commented on how much the children had grown. 


‘The mission meeting opened formally with the worship service at which 
1 Huddle spoke on the text “For we have this treasure.” The inspiring words 
inded us that it is not we, the vessels, that are of worth, but the message, 
treasure,” of our faith that is of incomparable worth. It was good to be wor- 
ing in English, not having to strain to catch the meaning. And it was good 
= reminded here where we sometimes feel so inconsequential as to wonder at 
Walue of our remaining, that we do not need to be of importance personally, 
instead to hold fast to our “treasure” in order to bring it to others. 


‘After the opening service came the first business session, with reports and 
reelection of officers. Elected for the coming year were Al Meyer, president; 
ser Anspach, vice-president; Norm Nuding, secretary; Bob Meynardie, treas- 
|; Lib Huddle and Sedoris McCartney, fourth and fifth members. (One of 
}:lected officers was heard to say, “When you are first elected, you feel great— 
talmost right away you feel—ugh!” The “ugh” we think meant the problems, 
hculties, and even criticisms that all executive committees come in for.) 


IThen it was time for supper and after that the social evening. Our social 
lings contain many ingredients and are usually in the charge of the newest 


jionaries on the field. After stunts, stories, and refreshments furnished by 
ss from that area of Japan, we continued to talk and visit, though gradually 
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we drifted toward our rooms, checked on sleeping chil- 
dren, and called good night to friends. 

Next day found snow falling outside the hotel, and 
as we looked out at the bare cherry trees and dark evergreens outlined agains 
the lake, we were glad for the warmth of the lounge where we were meeting 
The day began with devotions, conducted by Kenneth Dale, our guest from thi 


Augustana Church. 


. 


Throughout the days that we were in the Biwako Hotel, we continued re 


ceiving the inspiration of a daily worship under the guidance of our Augustan 
friend, the joy of singing as a choir under the direction of Evangeline Mey 
the enjoyment of watching our children take part in their special service © 
Sunday and listening to their happy voices as they sang. The Communion servi¢ 
on Sunday conducted by Paul Feil, the sermon by Pastor Dale, and the musi 
of the choir was in truth a time of communion, of rededication. 

At the final services the officers were installed by Howard Alsdorf. 
talked about Andrew, the early disciple of the Master, who was content to tak 
second place. Andrew remained always a missionary—both home missionary 
and foreign missionary; and we were left with the thought that we should striv 
to be like Andrew, willing to remain in the background so long as we can b 
part of the important task of bringing and introducing others to Christ. 

I hope these words have helped you to feel the unity, the oneness, the fa 
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ily spirit which we have in our mission meetings. ] 
so, you will know why we feel homesick for Japa 
when on furlough and why we feel it is wonderful # 
be a part of the mission family. This is why we fe 
sad throughout the afternoon as the lobby of the Bi 
wako Hotel filled with people, suitcases, and good-bye 
There were tears—especially if we were going on fur 
lough, for it will be several years before we see som 
of these friends again. But the inspiration of these day 


had helped prepare us for the work to which we wer 
returning. 


Note: The author has used the familiar name or nickna m 
of missionares mentioned in this article instead of their title 
which would indicate whether they are clergy or layme 


Kory Cross Lurueran Cuurcy in 
tzham City, Utah, is a church with a 
™ sense of mission. Until three 
iss ago, when the Thiokol Chemical 
Pp oration built a missile plant on the 
iret about thirty miles to the west, 
itham City was commonly called a 
tepy little Mormon town.” But Brig- 
| City has seen great changes in 
te years! Now the main street is 
Nling with activity, home building 
) on at a rapid pace, and new people 
te into town every day. A few of 
‘old-timers’ are disgruntled by the 
ge that has been wrought, but most 
le are happy to hear the Chamber 
Bppamerce proudly claim that Brig- 
‘(City is “the fastest-growing city in 
‘intermountain West.” 

any are saying that all this is an 
ier to prayer. The Lord has a great 
{for his people here—a responsibil- 
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IN ONE MISSION 


by Donald T. Ranstrom 


Mormons, missile scientists, and Navajo youth, find church 
home in new Lutheran mission in Brigham City, Utah. 


Offerings of ALCW and ULCW help establish such missions. 


ity that weighs heavily on the Christian 
people in Brigham City. 


Mission to Navajo Campus 


Just touching the city limits to the 
south is a huge campus housing the In- 
termountain Navajo Indian Boarding 
School. During World War II it was 
the site of the Bushnell Army Hospital. 
Now the buildings have been converted 
to classrooms and dormitories, and 
more than two thousand Navajo youth 
attend school there from September 
through April each year. Ranging in 
age from ten to eighteen years, these 
youth have had little or no previous 
schooling, and it is Intermountain 
School’s monumental task in four, six, 
or eight years to teach them to speak, 
read, and write the English language; 
to give them the equivalent of a high 
school education; and to provide each 
student with a vocational skill. 


The Church’s responsibility to these 
youth is great, for the Church recog- 
nizes that at the same time these youth 
are learning to live as responsible citi- 
zens in our culture, the Church’s task 
is to teach them to be responsive and 
responsible to Him whose kingdom is 
forever. Released-time classes and 
Sunday school instruction for these 
blossoming citizens of two kingdoms is 
just the beginning of the work neces- 
sary to help them to become a part of 
the worship and life of the Christian 
community wherever they shall estab- 
lish their homes. Holy Cross supplies 
teachers, curriculum materials, activi- 
ties, love, and prayers for the Lutheran 
Navajo students. 

Holy Cross members pray, too, that 
when these soft-spoken and gentle 
young people come to your church in 
Denver, Minneapolis, San Francisco, or 
wherever their employment takes them, 
that you will highly regard these ten- 
der Christian shoots and welcome them 
into your midst as brothers and sisters 
in Christ. The church in Brigham City 
has only begun this mission. It is you 
in your church who must bring these 
young people to Christian maturity. 


Mission to U. S. U. Students 


Twenty miles across the mountains 
at Logan is the huge Utah State Uni- 
versity. Here, too, Holy Cross sees a 
mission. There are more than eighty 
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Architect’s sketch of the 
worship. structure of the 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
Brigham City, Utah, which 
was begun this summer. 


Lutheran students on this campus; 
Holy Cross is the nearest Lutheran 
church. Several of the students are 
faithful members of the congregation, 
and several more are members of thé 
Missouri-Synod Lutheran church im 
Ogden, Utah. However, most of the 
Lutherans on the U.S.U. campus have 
a purely nominal relationship to thei 
church and her Lord. 


The college years are crisis years, fo 
if the Christian faith is not brought t 
bear upon the academic life, it is ofte 
judged irrelevant and forever cast 
aside. For this reason students of bo 
the Missouri Synod and the Nation 
Lutheran Council Churches have 
formed a campus organization, Luther- 
an Student Federation, which meets 


Pastor Donald T. Ranstrom was or- 
dained at the Hartford Synod of the 
Augustana Church in June of last — 
year and began his ministry in a new | 
Augustana mission in Brigham City, 
Utah, the following month. The con- q 
gregation, which had been holding 


services since February was organized ‘ 
as the Holy Cross Lutheran Church on 


November 1 last year. It now num- | 
bers 132 members, with a confirmed — 
membership of seventy-three. This — 
summer it began construction on the — 
functional church building pictured $ 
above. 
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Navajo students from In- 
termountain School bowling 
with Pastor Donald Ran- 
strom and Holy Cross Luther 
League counselors, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ward Jones. 


ekly. Pastor Donald Ranstrom serves 
advisor to this group along with 
stor E. P. Kaiser of St. Paul’s Lu- 
tran Church-Missouri Synod of Og- 
n, Utah. 


ssion to Scientists and Engineers 


How is the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
rist made relevant to men and wom- 
engaged in and dependent upon the 
issile industry? This is a question of 
rning importance to Holy Cross con- 
Highly skilled, 
entifically trained men need the re- 
ming power of the Word of God, 
}. Christ must be present in their 
hily circles, beside them as they work 
eboratory or at drawing board, and 
faking through them as they address 
pw workers. This is Holy Cross’ 
Ix: to make God’s Word live for 
scientists and engineers in the con- 
sation, as well as for the housewives, 
college students, and the Navajo 
th. 


sion to Others 

‘oly Cross truly has a sense of mis- 
1. Perhaps the sense of responsi- 
‘yy is most keen not toward those 
!, are in Brigham City for their 
voling, or because their job brought 
in here, but toward those whose 
‘fathers followed the Mormon 
yphet” Brigham Young, successor to 


ember 1960 


Joseph Smith, Jr., across the wilderness 
to Utah and to what they thought 
would become a sovereign kingdom 
ruled according to Mormon precepts. 


Conditions have changed greatly; 
“Deseret” is not a theocratic kingdom 
but since 1896 a member state of the 
United States of America. But the the- 
ology of the church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, as the Mormons 
prefer to call it, has not changed appre- 
ciably. They still believe and teach that 
Jesus Christ did not die for men’s sin 
but only for the sin of Adam. They still 
believe that “as man now is, God once 
was; as God is now, man may become.” 
And of the great Trinitarian affirmation 
of the historic Christian church, the 
Nicene Creed, they still say: “It is but 
another way of saying that there is a 
God who does not exist, a God who is 
composed of nonentity, who is the neg- 
ative of all existence, who occupies no 
space, who exists in no time, who is 
composed of no substance . .. such a 
God could never be seen, heard, or felt 
by any being in the universe.” (P. P. 
Pratt: Key to the Science of Theology, 
p. 29) 

And to these, too, Holy Cross Lu- 


- theran Church is called to hold high 


the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, pro- 
claiming the marvelous message of the 
cross, that the blood of God’s Son shed 
there cleanses us from all sin! 


7 


Read for September program topic 


A SYMPOSIUM: 


“Place of the Auxiliary in the Church’s Educational Program” 


7 
This is Parish Education Month for AELC, Augustana, Suomi ; 
Synod, and ULCA, “a good time,” says the Editorial Committee of 
LuTHERAN WoMEN “to look objectively at the place of the church aux- 
iliary in the total educational program of the congregation. What is it 
contributing to the planned program of the Church?” 
f 
: 


Each of the directors of the women’s, men’s, and youth auxiliaries 
of the four churches has been asked to give his opinion on this ques- 
tion. A symposium of their replies follows. Think about them in rela- 
tion to the September program topic “Having Gifts That Differ.” What 
is the “plus” that your ULCW, ALCW, WMS, or LGSS and its mem- 
bers are giving to the educational program of your congregation? 
What else could they be doing? 


Women’s Auxiliarie 


WEBSTER’S DEFINITION of auxiliary includes such ideas as: “assistant; support 
ing; additional.” These concepts would indicate that a church auxiliary shoul 
add something to the total program of the Church and become an aide in ever 
area of the life of the congregation. 

Just as Christ used a variety of means to teach his followers, so the Christial 
church must approach the field of education in different ways. The auxiliarie 
can provide the “plus” in this educational program which will develop more full 
the spiritual life of the members and supply information which will lead to mor 
effective support of the true mission of the church. 


—JOSEPHINE I. DarRMSTAETTER 
Executive Secretary, ULCW 


THE AUXILIARY for women in the congregation as an arm of the Church] 
given a rich opportunity to teach and interpret the mission of the Church. Month 
ly meetings allow the privilege for inspirational-teaching presentations; 
smaller groups or units supply the opportunity for expression by the individual ll 
a study setting, where the Word of God and the concerns of the Christian af 
studied and tuned to meet the needs of people, 


Thus the auxiliary can give a genuine educational thrust into the homes ¢ 
the parish and reach far beyond into the business world as the truths and disél 
plines of the Christian faith are explored and applied. ; 


We cannot neglect such a rich and stimulating experience. Only the bestil 
the demand in this day. Auxiliary groups claim a powerful share in the teachif 
opportunities for each congregation. 

—Evetyn A. Stark 
Executive Director, ALCW 


Lutheran Wome 


| 
| ALTHOUGH the purpose of a congregational women’s organization is not pri- 
arily in the area of parish education, the women of the Church can be a valu- 
le asset in promoting this program. The Education Committee can co-operate 
th the Board of Parish Education by keeping the membership informed of the 
ope of the parish education program and urge the individual members to vol- 
‘teer as church school and vacation church school teachers and as youth coun- 
ors. Programs for the general organization might include material related to 
vish education. Bible study and mission study are well adapted to unit or 
‘cle studies. 
_ As an educational branch of the church, the women’s organization has a defi- 
te and unique responsibility in supporting the parish education program. 
—EMILIE STocKHOLM 
President, WMS of AELC 


ONE OF THE attributes of a Christian organization is the deep concern it has 
; the spiritual growth of its members. Therefore, a vital part of the job of an 
‘iliary is to educate its members to an awareness of the total program of the 
turch and also to encourage them to participate in all of the activities of the 
ngregation. The goal of the auxiliary should be nothing less than this . 
¢€ are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ.” 
—Exsie H. Mackey 
/ President, LGSS 


Men’s Auxiliaries 
_ EpucaTIon must always be an important part of the program of the auxil- 
lies of the Church. It would be improper for the auxiliaries to attempt to as- 
me the responsibilities of the Sunday school, yet there is still much we can 
xtribute to the promotion of an educated laity without transgressing the re- 
nsibility of the Sunday school. 
The late Dr. Charles E. Fritz, president of the Georgia-Alabama Synod, often 
that “information leads to action.” When the auxiliaries contribute to the 
zcational program of the Church by having a systematic program of education 
heir meetings, rather than being just another social or civic gathering, this 
lead to a greater concern for the spreading of the gospel. The members will 
drawn nearer to God through prayer and study, and the witness of the con- 
‘gation in the community will be more effective. 
—J. H. Orrcen 

Executive Secretary, ULCM 


Accorpine to the 1958 Augustana Lutheran Church statistics, approximately 
000 men are members of the Church. This manpower is the point of origin. 
eal churchmen are alike in that each of them has made a personal profession 
Paith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and each of them voluntarily joined 
local church. They are not alike in that they are not equally informed and 
ive in the total program of the Church. Nor are they equally equipped in 
ritual skills. 

'Men’s work within a congregation deals primarily with this group of men, 
the same time endeavoring to attract non-Christian and in-active men into 
“Church. Thus Augustana Churchmen leaders should exert every effort to 
ist men in becoming better informed laymen and more active participants in 


ry facet of church work. —Cart H. JACOBSON 
Executive Director, ALCM 


Youth Auxiliaries 


Tue Luruer Leacus of America—the official youth auxiliary of the United 
Lutheran Church—is part of the nurturing, edifying, informing program of the 
Church. It differs significantly from the regular parish education program con- 
ducted in the various schools of the congregation, where a pupil-teacher rela- 
tionship prevails. 

The thrust of Leaguing is toward a small, intimate group. The Luther League 
is self-run, with election of officers and youth-conducted meetings. Adequate 
adult guidance is needed, but always from the background and using indirect 
methods. Initiative comes from the membership. The educational and service 
activities of Leagues supplement the education of the various schools and church 
worship. 7 

—ARTHUR BAUER 
Executive Secretary 
Luther League of America, ULCA 


ViraL CHRISTIAN youth work cuts across the whole life of the Church. It is 
stewardship, evangelism, American missions, world missions, social missionss 
And in the broadest and fullest sense it is also education: learning through wor 
ship, learning through discussion, learning through serving, learning throug 
recreation, learning through leading. ’ 

Youth Programs, the inter-Lutheran program annual, whose ’61-’62 edition 
is being produced co-operatively by all the Lutheran youth offices in America 
should have the widest and wisest possible use in all our Luther Leagues. 

—WitTon E. BerGsTRAND 
Youth Director 
Augustana Lutheran Church 


THE SITUATION in which a youth most readily learns is that one in which he is 
informally involved with other youth; in which he can feel free to experiment, 
to “goof,” to give, to receive, and through these to grow; and in which there is 
content. Luther League is not a rigid, restraining classroom experience, but 
nevertheless a tremendous amount of learning takes place in discussions, Bible 
studies, dramas, devotions, service projects, and yes, recreation. The most crea- 
tive means by which God’s manifestation in Jesus Christ can be made a vital 
part of the lives of youth is the Luther League. 

—RuicHaArp N. JESSEN 
President 
Youth Fellowship, AELC 


Ir HAS always been the concern of the Suomi Synod Luther League that t 
youth work of the congregation be a definite part of the entire program of the 
Church. Our understanding of the Church’s work is that it is primarily cons 
cerned with proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ, that we have forgiveness 
a new life, and salvation only through the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Thu 
youth work must first and foremost be Christ-centered as well as Church-cen 
tered. As the gospel is proclaimed in the congregation as-well as in the youtk 
auxiliary, this aim is furthered. Bringing our youth to a deeper knowledge @ 
Christ, we wish to draw them into the ongoing program of the Church to bi 
witnesses for Christ at school, at work, at play, and in their social contacts. 1 

—LEsLIE G. Lurey 
Youth Director 
Suomi Synod Luther League 
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[Having gifts that differ,” scme .. . 


earn to Serve in Church Libraries 


ULCW and ALCW members were 
nong the 115 registrants from eight 
urch bodies and eight states who as- 
wbled for the second Church Library 
orkshop, June 24-25, at CGustavus 
tolphus College, St. Peter, Minnesota. 
se program ranged from practical 
asses on library skills and techniques 
a Lutheran Authors’ Tea at which 
-. E. E. Ryden, editor of the Lutheran 
»mpanion, Mrs. Marjory Bracher, 
4uCA author, and ten other authors 
sre guests. Participants on the pro- 


gram included those pictured above 
(left to right): Mrs. Martin E. Kacene, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, First Lutheran 
Church (ULCA); Mrs. J. D. Sjoding, 
Mankato, Minn. Grace Lutheran 
Church (Aug.); Mrs. R. B. Erns, Cam- 
bridge, Minn., Cambridge Lutheran 
Church (Aug.); Mrs. Malvin Lundeen, 
Minneapolis, (Aug.); and Dr. Clarence 
Lund of Northwestern Seminary, Min- 
neapolis, and director of Parish Educa- 
tion, Synod of Northwest (ULCA). 


Somewhere in India there is a great-grandmother, a Christian for many years, who was 
pendent on others for her Bible reading. Finally a literacy team came to her village and 


2 enrolled for study. 


All day long she works with a road-building crew carrying heavy loads of stone and 


rth, walking many miles. She gets home about seven and still must carry water from the 
er to prepare her dinner. But she is not yet done with walking, for tired and old as she 
she walks to her class, reaching it by eight o’clock. She has never missed a class, 


d has never been late, yet she expresses only gratitude that at last she is learning to 
id, From Christian Mission Digest 
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For first day of school 


missionary parents take children on . . . 


AT THE OPENING of a school term, mis- 
sionaries’ children in the area of Tan- 
ganyika, East Africa, make a long sa- 
fari of about 250 miles to the Augus- 
tana School at Kiomboi. 


It is usually made by chartered bus, 
the children being accompanied by 
some parent. Since Mr. Gilseth and I 
had never seen the Augustana School, 
this being our first term in Africa, and 
since we were enrolling our eight- 
year-old son Steven, we were chosen 
chaperons for the safari. 


Whether Steven, our son, was ap- 
prehensive or not is hard to say; nev- 
ertheless, he had been counting the 
days. He had learned about the school 
firsthand from Dorothea and Anna 
Busse, who had spent one term at Ki- 


omboi. He watched with enthusiasm 
(72 


LONG SAFARI ; 


as I sewed laundry labels on all hi 
garments. ; 


Safari Begins 
Wednesday morning, September 


by candlelight attempting to 
dressed and to find a bite to eat. 
6:30 o’clock we were on our way 
Moshi. Africans rise with the sun, s¢ 
some were already on the road with 
loads on their heads. 
At the Moshi railroad station, where 
we were to meet the chartered bus, we 
spotted several white juvenile travel- 
ers among many Africans getting of 
the night train. They looked a little 
sleepy, but they clung tenaciously te 
their luggage, which consisted of ¢ 
good-sized suitcase, a lunch box, an¢ 
a canteen of water. These childrer 


Lutheran Womer 
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sre to be our passengers; they had 
iden all night from outpost areas. We 
thered that most of them were from 
trman families, as they were con- 
rsing in German. 


iver Spoke Only Swahili 


My husband and I, feeling the re- 
pnsibility for escorting these chil- 


The bus droned on and on as it 
crept laboriously up the rises and gin- 
gerly over soft riverbeds. It bounced 
over straight flat regions, raising clouds 
of grey dust. Not only could we feel 
dust, we could smell and taste dust! In 
the midst of all this we had only one 
car-sick patient. Between bites of lunch 
the children were exchanging comic 


Buses like this one at Cuttington Elementary School in Liberia, transport the mission- 
aries’ children to their boarding schools. This bus carries the eight Lutheran children who 
attend Cuttington from their hostel to the school daily. 


m, began to survey the situation. 
= driver spoke only Swahili, but an 
zlish-speaking African hastened to 
xvm us that he and another African 
uid accompany us. No child would 
t with his lunch box, we discovered, 
we tried to put as much luggage 
» the rack as possible. 
Tore children were to be picked up 
Makumira, where the theological 
uinary is located, we learned as we 
re designating places on the bus. 
Jpon leaving Arusha our young 
sengers began to draw forth their 
ch boxes, although it was far from 
hour of noon. Fruit, sandwiches, 
d-boiled eggs, and chocolate bars 
‘e among the provisions Mother had 
ked. I cannot remember a single 
ment when eating ceased entirely 
ing the whole trip. 
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books, and telling each other tall 


stories. 


Gas Station Ahead 


Suddenly just as we were sure the 
desolation was becoming more deso- 
late, we saw a gas station, a row of 
small crude shops, and an open market 
place. “Babati!” screamed the children. 
It didn’t take us long to discover the 
reason for their delight at being in 
Babati. This was their last chance to 
spend some of their allowance, and 
Indian shops are very fascinating. They 
bought candy, drank Pepsi-Cola, which 
came out of a refrigerator that was ap- 
parently out of order, because it was 
too warm to be refreshing. The girls 
inquired about perfume at the dusty 
drug counter while one of the boys was 
pricing an electric generator. 
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Again on the bus, the children dis- 
cussed their purchases with delight. 
Outside the desolation once again grew 
vast. Occasionally we saw a lone Af- 
rican, his clothing consisting of a single 
blanket tossed casually over the 
shoulders. He was herding hump- 
backed cattle or flocks of goatlike 
sheep. Wild animals were to be seen, 
although only sparingly—a gazelle, an 
ostrich, a giraffe. 

We reached Singida as the sun was 
setting. So far no engine trouble; but 
the throttle was sticking. We climbed 
out of the bus onto the main street of 
this dusty little town and waited pa- 
tiently for an hour, attracting a vast 
audience of curious Africans, who were 
fascinated by the antics of our restless 
young passengers. When we climbed 
back into the bus we were happy that 
the next sixty miles would be home 
stretch. 


African Escort Uneasy 


But suddenly we became aware that 
the bus was frequently stopping. The 
driver did not seem at all sure of the 
way and was asking every passer-by 
we met. Then the German doctor’s son 
lost his cap out the window and in- 
sisted we stop so that he might re- 
trieve it. Pastor and Mrs. Robert 
Ward, who were just returning from 
Kiomboi, stopped to say hello. 

Just as we were beginning to peer 
up ahead, looking for some sign of our 
destination, the driver took a wet- 
weather road which was_ poorly 
marked. Our English-speaking African 
escort began to get uneasy about the 
direction in which we were going and 
hung out the door looking for road 
signs, much like a train brakeman 
looking for signals. As he entered 
again, a dialogue in Swahili between 
the escort and the driver arose loud 
above the sound of the already noisy 
motor. Finally to relieve the situation 
one of our passengers, who had made 
this safari several times, made his way 
to the front of the bus and proceeded to 
give directions in fluent Swahili. 
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Not before we had had one more en 
counter with the sticking throttle di 
we finally reach our destination. I 
was now ten o'clock, but the wear; 
children were far from lacking in en 
thusiasm as they greeted their hous 
parents and acquaintances. Our Steve! 
stumbled in with the rest, wide-eye 
with first impressions. A large kettl 
of soup was awaiting us as we entere 
the dining room. The children washec 
ate heartily, and went to bed promptly 
offering no objections. 


School Opens 


School opened the next morning, ant 
the atmosphere was much like openin; 
day in America. What a _ beautifu 
school! As we were being show 
around we decided that Steven has 
never attended a better one. The prin 
cipal was Uncle Art, the teachers wer 
Aunt Joyce and Aunt Lola. Aunt Mil 
dred was their special friend, wh 
would take care of them in her ow 
home if they should become ill. 

At noon as we talked of leaving 
Steven became a little sober. I’m no 
sure how faraway the tears were. H 
warmed with enthusiasm when wi 
asked him about his first morning i 
school. He hastened to show us hi 
desk already full of books; he wa 
proud to be in third grade. 

Four well-satisfied parents left Au 
gustana School that afternoon to begii 
their long, dusty safari home. Beside 
another Augustana missionary mothe 
and us, there was a Baptist doctor fron 
Southern Highlands who had brough 
two of his children. We left Kiombo 
with him and rode as far as Singida 
Here we wished him Godspeed, bein 
happy for the peanut-butter sand 
wiches Mrs. Frederick Malloy ha 
packed for him as well as for us. 

The next morning, after having spen 
the night in the Singida Rest House fo 
missionaries in transit, we climbed int 
a bus heading for Arusha. We thanke 
God for Augustana School and what i 
was about to do for our children s 
faraway from American shores. 
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cy 


Be 


That the 
ed 
ight See 


by J. Mary Victoria 


Something close to a miracle hap- 
pened in a small, unnoticed Indian 
village when someone began to 
care... 


ve people that walked in darkness 
ee seen a great light.” Isaiah 9:2 


IXTY-SEVEN MILES from Guntur, a 
le center of our Lutheran work, lies 
ssmall town called Rentachintala. 
arly fifty years ago in that small 
m something close to a miracle hap- 
ced. Someone cared enough about 
blind to begin a work for them in 
; small, unnoticed village. 
m 1911, the Lutheran School for the 
ad was founded by Lutheran mis- 
aes moved by Christian love and 
peathy. Mrs. George Albrecht knew 
-dark world in which the blind live, 
mugh the experience of her own 
ther. She was deeply moved at the 
at of the blind beggars who came to 
ir tent as she and her husband trav- 
i on their evangelistic tours through 
Palnad. In August 1911, she took 
step of opening a school with one 
slim boy. This pioneer school in 
Whra Pradesh, one of the major 
“es of India, has been blessed by God 
»very way ever since. 
rrespective of caste, creed, and re- 
on, blind children are received into 
school. The Indian definition of 
-dness is of interest when compared 
1 the definitions common in the 
tes and Europe. In India a person 
lind “who cannot count fingers at a 
ance of one foot.” 
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It is hard to imagine a disability 
greater than blindness. Often it is 
coupled with poverty. It is sure to ex- 
cite our sympathy. Yet we in India are 
slow to realize how often blindness is 
preventable, how often curable, and, by 
comparison, how rarely inevitable. Sta- 
tistical figures show that 90 per cent of 
blindness in India is preventable, and 
5 per cent curable. 


The Lutheran School for the Blind 
receives many of India’s blind, lodging, 
feeding, and teaching them without 
charge to the individual. The work of 
the school is divided into religious, 
secular, musical, and industrial activi- 
ties. Education is provided that corre- 
sponds with that offered to seeing boys 
and girls in other schools. The students 
brought honor to the school recently by 
achieving 100 per cent passing results 
in the Government public examina- 
tions, which are given to all school 
children. 


Religious activities are emphasized. 
That the blind may see the Living God 
and know and accept Christ as their 
personal Saviour is the goai for which 
the school stands. 


Two blind boys fearning te play musical in- 
struments at the Lutheran School for the Blind, 
Rentachintala, India. 
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There are at present fifty students, 
many of whom are non-Christians. It 
is a great challenge to us and we thank 
God for their faith in Christ Jesus. As 
some of the students are children, we 
must wait for their parents’ consent, 
but if all goes well, a number will be 
baptized on Easter Sunday. 

May God Almighty in his infinite 
mercy guide us all to ameliorate the 
lot of these who walk in darkness, so 
bravely and so patiently bearing their 
unenviable lot. We earnestly ask your 
prayers and active sympathy in this 
great task. 


About the Author 

_ Miss Mary Victoria (left) is princi- 
pal of the Lutheran School for the 
- Blind in Rentachintala, India. In Au- 
_ gust, 1959, after a year of graduate 
"study, she received her M.A. degree 
in education for the blind from Bos- . 
ton University. Her mother (right? 
was headmistress of the school for 

mony years. 2 


Japanese Lutheran 
Women Study “Prayer” 


Kumamoto City, Japan—There is a 
renewed interest in the women’s 
monthly meetings in Shionen, for which 
we give thanks. This year the study 
theme is “Prayer.” One Saturday af- 
ternoon recently some twenty women 
gathered in the Japanese parsonage to 
hear an American mother of a United 
Lutheran Church missionary pastor, 
Mrs. Helen Burt Ellis, tell of her ex- 
periences with God in prayer. She has 
raised six Christian children and en- 
couraged her sixteen grandchildren in 
their faith. So it was good to hear her 
encourage these Japanese women wh¢ 
are still struggling along as _first- 
generation Christians. As I tried tc 
translate her delightful Scotch-brogue 
English into simple Japanese I thought 
“How blessed we Americans are wht 
know Christian grandparents and par- 
ents!” 

In the olden days of cradle-rockins 
country life in Scotland, Helen Bur 
first learned of prayer at the knee o 
her godly grandmother, who found he 
“little closet of prayer” behind her bij 
apron. While rocking the cradle o 
stroking a motherless grandchild quie 
with one hand and holding her aprol 
in front of her with the other hand t 
make a “little closet” behind her apron 
she talked straight and undisturbed + 
Jesus. This little story seems apropo 
for both busy Japanese and Americal 
housewives! May we learn how to pra: 
again “in our little closet’! 

—Lots CoLBERG 
Missionary parish worker an 
public health nurse 


Correction: The drawings and text fe 
“Sketches of a Centennial,” which appeare 
in the July-August issue of Luthera 
Women were prepared by Mrs. James F 
Stull, missionary wife of Dr. Stull, cur 
rently assigned to Yanekwele, Liberii 
Mrs. Stull’s feature was incorrectly cred 
ited to a Mrs. D. Murray Stull, Jr. 
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Kow to Get Acquainted 


(One evening a young woman was 
king me home from an area ULCW 
eeting. We were not discussing 
LCW matters but were talking about 
is and that. In the course of our 
mnversation my companion told me 
having moved her church mem- 
ership from a small rural congrega- 
on to a large church in the city in 
hich she and her family were now 
ying. A little wistfully she said that 
takes a long time to get acquainted in 
new and large congregation. We were 
uiet for half a minute, and then with 
Iilt in her voice she continued, “Of 
vurse, ’m a member of ULCW and 
st year I learned to know the women 
my circle—now I’m becoming ac- 
aainted with the women in this year’s 
cele and next year I’ll learn to know 
ne more women.” 


oes one need a much better reason 
ir changing the membership of the 
ccles each year? 


“1 Anniversary 


everal months ago I attended a 
CW meeting when the fifth anniver- 
ry of the organizing of the unified 
an was observed. 

he first president of the organiza- 
rm recalled the meeting at which the 
ified plan had been presented to all 
»2 women of the congregation. During 
of the planning meetings, seated 
ound the table in the church kitchen, 
2 women wondered whether it was 
aly worth all the time and energy. 
zat had been five years ago and now 
» president was evaluating the re- 
its. She noted the increase in mem- 
ship. She mentioned especially the 
trease in the number of leaders and 
2 involvement of more women in the 
al program of the organization. 
‘nother circle leader said that new 
nues for learning had been opened 
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_et’s Talk It Over 


by Frances Dysinger 


for her and increased opportunities for 
new friendships. 

A woman who had served as Chris- 
tian Service chairman spoke of the 
happiness that serving in this capacity 
had brought to her. 

If one had wanted to take a hard, 
cold look at numerical and financial 
strength, great satisfaction could be 
felt from these also. One of the most 
refreshing aspects of this delightful an- 
niversary observance was that the real 
causes for rejoicing were the outreach 
to more women in the congregation and 
the increase in fellowship and the per- 
sonal growth in leadership and spirit- 
ual depth. 


An Item for a ULCW Budget 


The ULCW Manual is so important 
that one wonders how an officer or a 
committee chairman can get along 
without a copy. Unfortunately there 
are some officers and chairmen who 
try to do so. 

It is a legitimate item to include in a 
budget the amount needed to furnish 
a Manual for each officer and commit- 
tee chairman. Since the Manual is for 
a three-year period, this may become 
an item once every three years. Of 
course this presupposes that as an offi- 
cer or chairman turns over her respon- 
sibilities to her successor, the Manual 
is in the material that is given to the 
new officer or chairman. 


Birthdays of Missionaries 
September—October 


Hartig, Elisabeth E. ..... September 17 
Lange, Bertha E. ....... September 29 
Jeffcoat, Cora Pearl (ret.) ....Sept. 30 
VanDeusen, Leila R. ....... October 8 
Petersen, Martha L. ........ October 8 
WilkewiViya-tle Sites 1a. 2 = October 10 
Harder,.Helene H. ......... October 12 
Thomas, Jessie S. (ret.). ..October 17 
Reinbrecht, Janet ......... October 21 

i}ae 


Publication Pointers 


Send Now for These 

ULCW and the Care of the Altar by 
Edgar S. Brown, Jr. A useful booklet 
for ULCW circles or Christian Service 
committees who have newly under- 
taken this service in their congregation. 
While not a detailed manual, it is a 
guide to developing essential attitudes 
and responsibilities of a committee 
member. An extended bibliography is 
included. Price: single copies, 40 cents; 
in lots of twelve, $4.40. 


Mission Study Packets 


Packets are now available for both 
the home and foreign mission study 
themes. Consider these bargains: 

“Into All the World Together” Pack- 
et, containing: 

One World, One Mission, by W. 
Richey Hogg (basic book) 

Adult Guide 

Where the World Begins by Doro- 
thy Clarke Wilson (drama by the 
well-known novelist) 

Additional helps for planning. 

“Heritage and Horizons in Home 
Missions” Packet, containing: 

Safe in Bondage by Robert W. 
Spike (basic book) 

Adult Guide 

Their Sound Goes Forth by Ruth 
Juram Smith. (The Lutheran 
story on home missions) 

Additional helps for planning. 

Price of individual packets: $2.50 
each. Packets are available at the Phil- 
adelphia ULPH store only. 


Did You Miss These? 


Program Packets (September, 1960— 
August, 1961) 

The new series of twelve ready now. 
See June issue of LurHERAN WomeEN for 
titles and brief descriptions. Price: 
packet, $1; individual topics, 10 cents 
each. Kindly note there are no six- 
month packets available. 
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by Ethel M. Dentzafil 


Leader’s Handbook. The tool for offi- 
cers and circle leaders that will help - 
them interpret the total program of | 
ULCW to their members. Dated from 
September, 1960—August, 1961, to cor=_ 
respond to the new program year. Brief ’ 
descriptions of publications, committee | 
programs, and the role of ULCW in’ 
the work of the boards of the Church. | 
Newly revised. Price: 20 cents. 

ULCW Catalogue. Lists all publica- 
tions and organizational material. Free. | 

Order Forms. Since free leaflets must | 
be ordered from the Philadelphia store 
of ULPH, a separate order form has” 
been prepared. Other orders should be 
entered on the Cash Order Form or 
sent by letter to your nearest branch 
store of the United Lutheran Publica-— 
tion House. 


Order materials from United Luther- 
an Publication House, 2900 Queen 
Lane, Philadelphia 29, or from branch 
store nearest your address. Make 
checks payable to United Lutheran 
Publication House. Please include re- 
mittance with orders. For postage an 
handling on orders below $1, add 10 
per cent; $1 or more, 5 per cent; on free 
leaflets:. up to 10, 5 cents; 11-25, 10 
cents; 26-50, 25 cents; 51-100, 40 cents. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Do not send magazine subscriptions 
to United Lutheran Publication House. 
Do not combine subscriptions with or- 
ders for literature. 

Send all subscriptions, correspond- 
ence regarding same, requests for sub- 
scription order blanks and sample cop- 
ies to: 


LUTHERAN WOMEN 


2900 Queen Lane 
Philadelphia 29, Pa. 


Lutheran Women 


_ Commissions for missionary service 
‘re offered to four women at the 
eeting of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
pns in June. 
IMiss Ingrid 
assmann was of- 
red a commis- 
bn to serve as a 
issionary nurse 


Liberia. Born 
_ Berlin, Ger- 
Any, she is a 
ughter of Mr. 


cd Mrs. Werner 
cassmann of | 
rth Royalton, 
tuio. The Mass- 
ann family came to the States in the 
0’s and Miss Massmann became a 
tturalized citizen on November 12, 
ve. 

“ducated in Berlin, Germany, and 
Hist, Illinois, she is a graduate of the 
iiege of St. Francis in Joliet and of 
}} Evanston Hospital School of Nurs- 
'and Northwestern University Medi- 
School. She has her R.N. and B.S. 
nursing. At present she is a clinical 
ttructor in the Evanston Hospital. 
= is a member of Grace Lutheran 
rch, Evanston, Illinois. 


‘ Ingrid Massmann 


e 
Viiss Marcia Ann Pederson was of- 
d a commission for service as a 
ssionary nurse in Malaya. Born in 
Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota, the 
daughter of Oren 
Pederson present- 
ly residing in Al- 
buquerque, New 
Mexico, she is a 
member of St. 
Luke’s Lutheran 
Church in Albu- 
querque. 
Miss 
completed 


Pederson 
her 
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| 
| 
| 


: View Missionaries 


training at the Evanston Hospital 
School of Neen in 1958. At present 
she is a staff nurse in pediatrics at the 
University of Illinois Hospital. Miss 
Pederson and Miss Massmann will 
study at the School of Missions, Chi- 
cago Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
in 1960-61. 


Answering an urgent call for a nurse 
to go immediately on a short term of 
service to Malaya, Sister Gladys Ride- 
nouer was offered a commission by the 
Board of Foreign Missions for this 
service. 

The daughter of Mr. and the late 
Mrs. Charles Ridenouer, she was born 
in Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania, and 
is a member of 
Emmanuel  Lu- 
theran Church, 
Pottstown, where 
her commission- 
ing service was 
conducted on July 
10. 

A graduate of 
Pottstown High 
School, Montgom- 
ery Hospital 
School of Nursing, and the Philadel- 
phia School for Deaconesses, she re- 
ceived her B.S. degree in nursing from 
the University of Cincinnati, College of 
Nursing and Health. A varied experi- 
ence in her profesison will serve her 
well in this new assignment. 


Sister Gladys Ridenouer 


After the sudden death of her hus- 
band, a missionary to India, Mrs. E. G. 
Wood was aproached and accepted the 
position of housemother at Kodaika- 
nal School in India. She has done this 
work before as the wife of a mission- 
ary and brings to the position a wealth 
of experience in India. 
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The Work of ULC\ 


Education Committee 


EXPECTING GUESTS? Of course you are—guests at meetings of United Lu- 
theran Church Women! Will those guests be offered a tempting menu of “pro- 
gram fare” just as visitors to your home are served a tasty meal or delicious 
refreshments? As homemakers, we women know it takes planning before visi- 
tors arrive to serve good food. So, too, in our women’s groups, the Education 
chairman (the “chef” of good programs) orders her supplies early, plans how 
and when to use them, and enlists the help of assistants to insure smooth serving. 

The first step is ordering supplies. These include the Program Packet, Mis- 
sion Study books, pictures and articles from LuTHERAN WomEN and The Foreign 
Missionary, clippings from other magazines and newspapers, a list of audio- 
visuals obtainable from denominational or synodical headquarters. 

The next step is for the Education Committee to read these and plan the 
year’s programs. Conferring with the pastor to integrate with the Church’s pro- 
gram and to insure his approval is important. Writing letters to reserve a film or 
engage a speaker may be necessary. Variety in program menu is important. A 
field trip, drama, or supper meeting will add that extra “sugar and spice.” 

As good food builds bone and muscle, so programs nourish the Christian life. 
Therefore, the Education Committee plans projects to be correlated with pro- 
grams. In this way, ideas take on reality and faith becomes “works.” : 


Membership Committee 


Wuat IF the first disciples of Jesus Christ had continued to follow their easy, 
natural reaction and go back to their old ways and old occupations? 


Peter once declared, “I am going fishing,” but caught nothing until he heeded 
Christ’s command to “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch” 
and “Do not be afraid, henceforth you will be catching men.” Then he and his 
friends left their fish nets and went forth in the power of the Holy Spirit to win 
others to the kingdom of God. 

We, members of United Lutheran Church Women, must “not be afraid” and 
launch out in new approaches, new methods, and Christ-directed appeals to win 
women into the fellowship of prayer, study, and service. 


Ee ee 


Let us be alert to invite new members of the congregation, to reclaim the in- 
active, to revitalize the indifferent, to bring women into the working program of 
the Church. 

A very practical way to do this is by conducting an Every Woman Visitation. 
A leaflet entitled “An Every Woman Visitation—How and Why,” giving sugges- 
tions for planning and carrying out such a visitation, may be ordered without 
cost from the United Lutheran Publication House. 


At this season, when the year’s work is taking on renewed interest, an Every 
Woman Visitation is timely. 
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rough Committees 


Christian Service Committee 


_ A SEMINaRIAN in telling why he decided to become a pastor stressed the need 
rr encouraging young people to follow a Christian vocation. He said that a 
saplain, a mother in a home not his own, and a pastor influenced him in his de- 
sion. His own parents had died while he was very young and he had gone into 
litary service feeling no need for God until one day when he was confronted 
th death. 

Here was a life which could have been lost had it not been for the good in- 
ence of the friends the young man met. 
| As an auxiliary of the United Lutheran Church, we follow the Calendar of 
juses of our Church. In September the emphasis is upon Parish Education and 
» Luther League. United Lutheran Church Women have a great responsibility 
ythese areas of work. Teachers and assistants, advisers, secretaries, and pianists 
> needed in every phase of the children’s and youth program. Chauffeurs are 
sch needed to provide transportation to rallies, conventions, or to the 


furch services. 

| What more important Christian service can a woman render than to answer 
jes” when called upon to use her particular talents in assisting in the instruc- 
mm of the younger generation? Here is your opportunity to help to broaden the 
‘vizons of the leaders of tomorrow to include the world-wide mission of the 
arch. 


| E 2 
Offerings Committee 

i WHEN You GIVE A Lire Mempersuir to a friend or loved one, what does it 
fan to that person—merely a way of showing honor and love to her? Surely, 
lees that, in a very special way. And you know of course that the money in- 
‘xed helps to meet a real need somewhere in our missions program. But are 
‘2 sure she does? Do you sometimes take too much for granted? 

Such a gift may be a means of education to the one who receives it, opening 
‘tto her a whole new concept of our work on the various mission fields. The 
‘tt time you present a Life Membership gift, try tucking in with it a little card 
ich reads something like this: “Somewhere, perhaps in Liberia, Malaya, or 
i! ther of our mission fields, someone is sharing this gift with you.” 

i Wouldn’t that pique her curiosity, so that she might say, “Tell me more. How 
‘4 this gift be shared by one so far away? Just what is ULCW doing in that 
it of the world?” This then is your golden opportunity. Snatch it, and make 
cd use of it! Tell her the thrilling story of the planting of the kingdom of God 
the hearts and lives of the people of these countries. 

)| Even a “seasoned” ULCW member, by such an approach, may be inspired to 
‘-er reading and study, and to make better use of our educational materials. 

| There is “more than meets the eye” to this giving of a Life Membership. Let’s 
'< into its possibilities more thoroughly. 

| 
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Executive Notebook 


News from the Board of American 
Missions 
Reassignment of Parish Workers 


THE FOLLOWING parish workers serv- 
ing under the Board of American Mis- 
sions have been reassigned as follows: 
Miss Lorna Ault to St. Stephen’s 
Church, Des Moines, Iowa; Sister 
Frieda Gatzke to All Saints Church, 
Edmonton, Canada; Sister Delores 
Ruge to Good Shepherd Church, Seat- 
tle, Washington; Miss Irene Schaible 
to Our Saviour Church, Columbus, 
Ohio. 


New Parish Worker 

Miss Phyllis Carl, a native of Paines- 
ville, Ohio, has joined the staff of par- 
ish workers serving under the Board 
of American Missions. 

A member of Trinity Church, Ash- 
land, Ohio, she is a graduate of Ash- 
land High School and Wittenberg Uni- 
versity and taught public school in 
Painesville Township for one year. 


School for Parish Workers 


A special gift to the Board of Ameri- 
can Missions from ULCW made possi- 
ble the first school exclusively for par- 
ish workers under that Board. It was 
held during the week of June 12 at the 
Philadelphia Lutheran Seminary in Mt. 
Airy, Pennsylvania, under the direc- 


by Josephine I. Darmstaette:| 


tion of Sister Evelyn Houlroyd, who ij 
supervisor of parish workers. 

Daily chapel sessions were conductee| 
on the theme “The Cross and thi 
Truth” with the Rev. Richard C. Hoeff 
ler of the Lutheran Seminary in Co)) 
lumbia, South Carolina, as the leadex 
The Rev. Robert H. Fischer, Ph.D., o¢ 
Chicago Seminary faculty, lecturee 
each day on the topic “The Expression 
of Our Faith.” 

A presentation of the work of Unitee| 
Lutheran Church Women was give? 
by the executive secretary, and there 
were other special guests on the pro) 
gram during the week. Above all, there) 
was a sharing of problems, the planning! 
of a manual, and the studying of mans 
of the practical aspects of the work o} 
the parish worker. 

Letters of appreciation received i 
ULCW offices from those in attend{ 
ance are indicative of the values gainee 
at the school. 


Requests for Speakers 

Parish workers serving under thal 
Board of American Missions would bo 
available for a limited number oj 
speaking engagements in the genera 
area in which they are serving. Re: 
quests for speaking engagements shoulc 
be directed to Sister Evelyn Houlroyd 
Board of American Missions, 231 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


First school conducted exclusively for parish workers met at Mt. Airy, Pennsylvania in June. 


-.. Board Actions 


A few of the actions taken by the 

_ Executive Board to date during 1960 

have not yet been reported in this mag- 
azine. 


The Board of Foreign Missions re- 
ceived word from Japan that because 
of increased cost of building constuc- 
tion, it was necessary to request an ad- 
ditional $1,009 to complete the mission- 
ary residence at Kyushu Jo Gakuin. 
Since this is a residence for one of our 
women missionaries teaching in that 
school, the Executive Board voted to 
grant this amount from the Reserve for 
Contingencies Fund. 


_ A new dormitory is badly needed for 

the Tokyo Woman’s Christian College. 
ULCW supports the work of this Chris- 
tian college in Japan and also provides 
the services of a teacher in the person 
of Miss Marjorie Miller. The share of 
the total building costs requested of 
ULCW, $3,530, is being provided in two 
_ installments, one in 1960 and the other 
in 1961. Here again the value of a re- 
serve fund can be realized. 


Soon after Miss Ruth Zartman re- 
turned to British Guiana from her re- 
' cent leave of absence due to illness, a 
‘request came for an additional type- 

writer for use in her work in helping 
‘to write Sunday school materials. 
Funds for it were voted. 


Special Thank Offering gifts and 
prayers for each of the above projects 
will assure enough funds to carry out 
‘these Board actions. 


'Study Conference in Japan 

| A ten-day study conference is being 
|planned co-operatively by the Japan 
‘Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
| Board of Foreign Missions of the Unit- 
}ed Lutheran Church in America. Dis- 
cussions at this conference will center 
around the areas of evangelism, educa- 
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tion, stewardship, and social welfare. 
The conference will begin on October 
31 and will be held in Karuizawa, a 
city just north of Tokyo. The alee 
tion from the United Lutheran Church 
will be composed of the Rev. Dr. Earl 
Erb, the Rev. Dr. Ralph W. Loew, the 
Rev. Dr. Carl V. Tambert, the Rev. Dr. 
Samuel E. Kidd, the Rev. David L. 
Vikner, and the executive secretary of 
United Lutheran Church Women. 

The Executive Board has voted that 
the executive secretary visit the work 
in Hong Kong and Malaya in addition 
to that in Japan. 


Associate Editor Named 

Miss Nona Diehl has accepted ap- 
pointment as associate editor of Lu- 
THERAN WoMEN. This is a part-time job 
for Miss Diehl and carries with it re- 
sponsibility for the ULCW pages. 

This appointment relieves Miss Ethel 
Dentzer, who had carried this duty on 
a temporary basis in addition to the 
regular tasks assigned to her as asso- 
ciate secretary for education. 


Arrivals of Missionaries 

Miss Helen Shirk arrived on the west 
coast in May and visited a number of 
places en route to her home in Leban- 
on, Pa. Miss Shirk’s furlough plans in- 
clude some further study to help her 
in the work she will be doing upon her 
return to Japan. 

Miss Martha Petersen arrived from 
British Guiana in August. She, too, 
hopes to study during her furlough 
period. 

Mrs. Miriam Miller will not arrive 
from Liberia before December instead 
of earlier, as previously announced. 


Departure of Miss Margaret Miller 

Miss Miller, following her furlough, 
has returned to her work in the liter- 
acy program in Liberia. 


Commissioning Services 

Miss Mary Frances Recher was com- 
missioned for service in British Guiana 
in Trinity Lutheran Church, Hagers- 
town, Maryland, on Sunday, May 19. 
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Commissioning service for Miss Mary Frances 
Recher (I. to r.): Pastor Wilson Ard, Pastor Rob- 
ert Schenck, Dr. Warren Johnson, Miss Recher, 
Miss Josephine Darmstcetter. 


The Rev. Warren S. Johnson, secretary 
for British Guiana on the Board of For- 
eign Missions staff, conducted the com- 
missioning service and preached the 
sermon. The executive secretary of 
ULCW presented Miss Recher for com- 
missioning. Also participating in the 
service were the Rev. Wilson Ard, pas- 
tor of Trinity Church, and the Rev. 
Robert Schenck, pastor of Holy Trinity 
Church, Elgin, Illinois, Miss Recher 
sailed for her field of service June 24. 


The commissioning service for Miss 
Alice Dietz was conducted by the Rev. 
Earl S. Erb, executive secretary of the 
Board of Foreign Missions. The service 
was held at 3 p.m. on Sunday, May 22, 
in the Church of the Holy Communion 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Again the 
executive secretary represented United 
Lutheran Church Women and _ pre- 
sented Miss Dietz for commissioning. 
Dr. William O. Moyer, pastor of Holy 
Communion Church, the Rev. Frank 
M. Brown, associate pastor at the 
church, and the Rev. Bela Shetlock 
also participated in the service. Miss 


Dietz left for her work as a nurse in 
Liberia on June 14. 


The commissioning service for Miss 
Valeria Gerlt was held on June 5 at 
First Lutheran Church, Avoca, Iowa. 
Participating in the commissioning 
service were the Rev. David Vikner, 
Board of Foreign Missions staff sec- 
retary, the Rev. Leonard Fritschel of 
Treynor, Iowa, the Rev. Merlin Hoops 
of Mineola, Iowa, and the Rev. Thor- 
vald Hensen of Racine, Wisconsin. Miss 
Mary Jo Kimpel, associate secretary 
for personnel on the ULCW staff pre- 
sented Miss Gerlt for commissioning. 
Following eight weeks of summer study 
at the University of Michigan in the 
English Language Institute, Miss Gerlt 
will leave for a special three-year term 
as an English teacher at Kyushu Jo 
Gakuin in Kumamoto, Japan. 


Commissioning service for Miss Valeria Gerlt 
(I. to r.): Miss Mary Jo Kimpel, Miss Gerlt, Pastor 
David Vickner. 


Thank Offering Thought 


Let us thank God for increased opportunities and ever-widening horizons in 
fields of service. Let us pray that we may never be content to stay in the rut of 
“this is the way we’ve always done it,” but ever look for a fresh approach, and 


welcome a new challenge. Let us ask God to broaden our vision, and grant us 
faith and courage to blaze new trails for him, if need be. 
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Indian girls learning to read 


| “Ask Lapis. HE KNows How.” To a 
(casual bystander this sounds like a 
typical do-it-yourself remark. But to 
<an interested spectator, intent on 
‘watching an Egyptian struggle with 
(the intricacies of making sense out of 
‘queer squiggles, it is something short 
‘of a miracle! 

_ To the villagers it seems like magic 
that Labib’s eye can pick up those let- 
ters, which to them are like bird tracks 
on the paper. His eyes give them to 
his voice and his voice speaks them to 
their ears so that they can understand 
clearly. In one tremendous leap, he 
emerges from ignorance. Life takes on 
new dignity and meaning, for he knows 
how to read! 

But for each one who becomes liter- 
ate, millions of humble people like La- 
bib are rousing, questioning, desiring 
owledge. The Committee on World 
iteracy and Christian Literature is 
poften asked why the work doesn’t move 
tahead faster. Given the funds and 
trained personnel, it seems certain that 
Wthe rate of progress could be increased. 
But it is sometimes hard to under- 


*Miss Van Horne is Secretary for Liter- 
Wature with the Committee on World Liter- 
acy and Christian Literature, a committee 
of the Division of Foreign Missions of the 

ational Council of Churches. This article 
Voy her is reprinted from “World Call” by 
oermission. 
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Making ne 
on ee 


by Marion Van Horne* 


stand that it takes more than money 
and skilled leadership to make a suc- 
cess of a literacy campaign. For unless 
the people want to learn and are will- 
ing to take the initiative and to assume 
some responsibility, it is almost certain 
to fail. 


Primer Is Needed 


Once this hurdle has been passed 
and the villagers are ready to co- 
operate, a primer becomes an absolute 
essential. This is a small book of pic- 
tures and sounds, syllables and sen- 
tences. Usually not more than three 
pictures are used on each page, and 
the total booklet contains about two 
hundred words. In the primer, the pu- 


Under the literacy program, many Liberians 


are learning to read. 


pil moves from the known (the pic- 
ture) to the unknown (the word and 
syllable). While it is true that read- 


ing is essentially a do-it-yourself 
process, the skill must be developed 
gradually. 

Once the primer has been mastered, 
the reader is ready for the second step. 
He needs simple reading materials, 
which have been written for an adult 
mind. He is not interested in Peter 
Rabbit. He wants to learn how to bring 
up his family, how to till the soil, how 
to grow more grain, how to keep his 
water clean... . 

While new readers are eager to sat- 
isfy some of their basic longings, they 
also love the familiar story, fable, or 
legend. Because new literature takes 
time to grow, it is important that writ- 
ers be trained in the art of storytelling. 
For mere literacy is not enough! Lit- 
eracy demands literature. 


Christian Literature Is a Must 

To teach a man how to read is a 
glorious triumph. But to leave him 
with only the technique of being able to 
decipher the symbols of the printed 
word is tragic. Likewise, to give a man 
reading material beyond his capacity 
brings only discouragement. Similarly, 
the ability to read without providing 
Christian literature which gives the 
promise of “new life” is a dangerous 
gift, 
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Men and women in 
Tanganyika eagerly 


rican literacy teach- 
er. 


Literature cannot be superimposed 
from the outside. It has to spring from 
the grass roots. More than sixty coun- 
tries throughout the world publish 
books, and millions of books come off 
the world’s presses each year. But 
three-quarters of all books published 
come from ten countries. The fact re- 
mains, therefore, that there are too 
few books for the many who want to 
read. 

“Unbelievable!” said a well-known 
author when the six-inch bookshelf of 
a local pastor in the Congo was dis- 
played at a recent meeting of the Lit- 
Lit Committee. 

“Shocking!” said a denominational 


gather around an Af- © 


representative as the six frayed books 


were lifted up so all could see. Fitting 
easily in the palm of a man’s hand, 
they were a pitiful sight. Pilgrim’s 
Progress, a 1927 book on hygiene, the 
New Testament, a songbook published 
for use by Congolese soldiers, the Lin- 
gala grammar and dictionary, and a 
book of Congo folk tales, minus the 
cover, are the only tools this African 
pastor has. Six little books! With 


these he must help his people meet the 


gigantic problems facing Africa today. 

Fortunately, the training of indige- 
nous writers continues to take top pri- 
ority. The Committee’s scholarship 
funds help gifted nationals receive 


training in literacy, linguistics, and re-_ 
ligious journalism. A literacy center at 
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A literacy mission- 
| ary teaching young 
| people in India to 
read, 


'Minia, Egypt, and the School of Jour- 
/nalism at Hyslop College, India, offer 
{specialized courses. Here men and 
women prepare themselves to become 
‘writers, teachers, and journalists. 


| 


| Dr. Sadler Directs New Center 


| The first literacy and literature cen- 
‘ter south of the Sahara opened in 
) Northern Rhodesia this summer. Serv- 
img as a training center for African 
leaders, it will provide writing courses, 
workshops, and instruction in the writ- 
ten word. This will be Africa speaking 
to Africa and Africa addressing herself 
to the world. 

For as Wesley Sadler, who will direct 
the center, said: “Africans must do the 
writing for Africans. Nobody can do a 
better job, not even the best trained 
foreigner, because he cannot know how 
an African adjusts Christianity to the 
old beliefs of his people.” The day 
may soon come when African Christian 
Wwriters will say, “This is us. Africans 
writing for Africa!” 

To people who have little to read, 
even the smallest paper or magazine is 
ia treasure. Even so small a thing as a 
little Scripture tract or a booklet of 
ymns may become a cherished pos- 
session. For many years the Indian 
reasure Chest has gone to men and 
omen of Tamil, Telegy, Bengali, or 
unjabi dialects and been eagerly de- 
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voured, though it really is a children’s 
magazine. In addressing the editor, an 
Indian man recently wrote, “Though I 
buy it so cheap, I prize it so dear.” 

The world today is full of hungry 


minds. Tiny children, teen-agers, 
young people, old men, old women, 
people from every age group and every 
walk of life are being catapulted into a 
new era. They squat by grass huts; 
they sit by flickering fires; and they 
huddle in market places around the 
one who knows how to make letters 
talk. Narrow bush paths resound soft- 
ly to the beat of little feet hurrying to 
and from schools where book magic is 
taught. 


Work in 60 Countries 


Thirty-nine denominations working 
together in sixty countries are tackling 
the colossal task of bringing the Good 
News. The needs are so great and the 
resources so small! But the Committee 
on World Literacy and Christian Lit- 
erature moves forward with confidence, 
counting on those who care. 

United States Information Agency’s 
Arthur Larson recently declared, “The 
fate of the world is in the hands of the 
people who read.” How much more 
then might the spiritual destiny of 1.5 
billion people rest in the hands of us 
who can provide the literature they 
so desperately need! 
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“Oldest and Youngest” 
at Inter-Lutheran 
Fellowship 


“COME LITTLE ONE; you are the build- 
er of tomorrow,’ Mrs. Helena Rovn, 
87, of rural Ringsted, Iowa, seems to 
say to little Lavon Heerdt, 11 months, 
as she clasps the child’s hand. Lavon, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Heerdt, and Mrs. Rovn were the 
youngest and oldest persons who at- 
tended the second annual WMS Spring 
Fellowship held at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church (AELC), Ringsted, Iowa, this 
year. 

Neighboring ALCW and ULCW 
members were guests at this festival 
of District 4 of AELC, which had as its 
theme, “Christian Service.” 

Mrs. Rovn and her late husband 
were married in this “country church” 
sixty years ago last spring. She has 
been active in women’s work all her 
life, and is a charter member of the 
Betania Ladies’ Aid. Lavon’s great 
grandfather, the late Hans Madsen, do- 
nated the land on which St. John’s 
Church, parish hall, and parsonage 
stand today. The child’s grandmother, 
Mrs. Marie Heerdt, is Key Woman of 
St. John’s WMS. 
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by Mae Hurley Ashworth | 


Drama| 


Ir THE PROGRAM planners for your } 
women’s meetings or congregational } 
school of missions are fresh out of ideas 4 
for new ways to present old truths, sty- } 
mied for techniques to make vivid the | 
developing emphases of world-wide | 
Christianity, why not try drama? For- 4 
get about the production problems that 
may have discouraged you in the past. | 
The informal use of drama to promote 4 
discussion needs only a few copies of a 
play and some participants who have | 
retained the youthful capacity to pre- | 


tend. 


For Longer Sessions 


The way in which you use drama in | 
your study group will depend partly on 
the amount of time at your disposal. | 


Groups that plan one- or two-hour ses- 
sions for a series of meetings will prob- 
ably have time to present complete 
one-act plays in one of the following 
ways: 


e Players may walk into the acting 
area (any spot you designate in your 
meeting room) and either read the 


parts or deliver them from memory, | 


without stage settings or costumes. It 
is usually best to give players a chance 
to read and become familiar with roles 
in advance of the meeting, but occa- 


Miss Mae Hurley Ashworth is As- 
sociate Director of the Department of 
Adult Work of the Commission on 
Missionary Education of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ, USA, 
and is staff representative on the 


Drama Committee of this Commission. 
She is the author of the play Dark 
Places, the juvenile book Ten Pairs of 
Shoes, and of numerous magazine ar- 
ticles. 
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Discussion Device 


ssionally it is fun to “spring” a perform- 
kance on a group, asking individuals to 
read roles without previous prepara- 
tion. 

After the presentation, questions 
should be posed for discussion that will 
mnelp the group explore the ideas the 

rama has put before them. For in- 
stance, in the play Remind Me to Live, 
one of the dramas on the theme “Herit- 
age and Horizons in Home Missions,” 
wwe examine the problem of superficial 
iving in an organization age. It sug- 
gests such questions as: How can peo- 
dle caught in such a drive for “success” 
ind their balance again? How can the 
thurch help them? 


@ The play may be read with the 
bilayers seated, discussion following. 


e The play may be tape-recorded 
oefore the meeting and played back at 
‘he session, discussion following. 


®or Shorter Sessions 


If the time you have for your mission 
tudy course is short, you may wish to 
rake your use of drama correspond- 

gly briefer. In this case you might: 


@ Give either a walk-on or reading 
presentation up to the climax point of 
the play and stop. Ask what the group 
feels the ending of the play might be or 
ought to be. The leader could then tell 
the author’s solution and let the group 
evaluate it in the light of their own 
thinking. 

@ Choose some scene in the play 
that illustrates a point in a group dis- 
cussion and give it as either a walk-on 
or reading. 


Alternate Plan 


An alternate idea, whether you use a 
complete play or a portion, is to give 
group members questions to talk over 
with their families before the meeting, 
as, for instance, in relation to Remind 
Me to Live: Is there any remedy for the 
neurotic success drive of our time? 
When the group comes together and 
sees the drama presented, they will be 
ready to compare notes on their at- 
home discussions and any new ideas 
the play has given them. 


How ever you go about it, do use 
drama—the easiest discussion device. 


Using some of the ideas described by Miss Ashworth in the article above, why not 
‘ry one of these new one-act plays at your next ULCW or ALCW meeting? All titles 
rre on the 1960-61 mission study theme: “Into All the World Together” and “Heritage 
and Horizons in Home Missions.” For a complete listing, write for the “Annual An- 
aouncement of Friendship Press” from ALCW Headquarters or ULPH. 


» 


Big 
BEYOND FEAR | 
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Program Helps 


October Topic 


THESE HAVE SERVED 
Author: Dr. Nona M. Diehl 


REMEMBERING that “missions” means 
“people,” Dr. Diehl, in her twin topics 
for October and November, gives a 
glimpse of missions through short biog- 
raphies of women missionaries. 

“These Have Served” introduces 
those whose life service was given to 
the Church, serving thirty years or 
more and until retirement or death. 
Often they were pioneers in their field 
of work. Their lives show the influ- 
ences which led these women to answer 
God’s call—mission study, pastor, mis- 
sionary speaker, family interest. 

Believing there are avenues of serv- 
ice still open, can we, as we study this 
program, think of ways in which we 
may be an influence, motivating our- 
selves and others into full-time service 
today? After the biographies are pre- 
sented, hold a brainstorm session (de- 
scribed in booklet Variety for Program 
Planners,* page 6) to find more ways 
to influence. The leader can keep the 
session moving by interjecting the fol- 


lowing: include missions in all grou 
prayers and in family devotions a 
home; pray for missionaries you kno 

by name, letting the younger member 
of your family know their parents car 
about the outreach of the Church and 
the persons who go in the name ol 
Christ. If your congregation supports 
missionary, list that person as a stafl 
member on bulletins and letterheads 
Remembering that “missions” means 
“people,” report on individuals rathei 
than statistics when you talk about 
missions. Encourage reading books or 
missions and international affairs anc 
watching foreign documentaries on TV 
See that LuTHERAN WomeEN and th 
Church magazines are where young 
people will read them. 

Send for single copies of Monograpl 
No. 9, Lutheran Missionaries for Over- 
seas Missions, for thoughts on needs 
today. Order from: Board of Higher 
Education, 231 Madison Avenue, New 
York 16, N. Y. Free. 


| 


*Available for 10 cents from either ALCW Headquarters, 3939 Pine Grove Ave: 
Chicago, Ill., or the United Lutheran Publication House, 2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphic 
29, Pennsylvania, or their branch stores nearest you. 


Love and Mercy” by Lois Colberg. 


missionary social welfare specialist. 


= 


First of a series on SOCIAL MISSIONS AROUND THE WORLD: “Colony of 


An Augustana missionary and public health nurse at Jiaien, Kumamato City, 
Japan, takes readers on a “‘jet-speed” tour through the institutions of this 42- 
year-old social missions center which is headed by Miss Esther Barnhart, a ULCA | 


A REFORMATION DAY MEDITATION: “The Recurring Reformation” by Ed- 
ward H. Pruden. Readers will be awakened 
which the Reformation has for Christians today. 


to the timely message and challenge 
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Dr. Ida Scudder 


This tribute to “a truly great woman,” whose indomitable yet 
lovable spirit brought the Christian Medical Center at Vellore, 
South India, into being, is written by Jennie L. Oberly, wife of Dr. 
Robert S. Oberly, missionary in Rajahmundry, India. 


Earty TuEspAY morning, May 24 of this year Dr. Ida Scudder heard and an- 
swered her last call. 

Although confined to a wheel chair since she suffered a fractured hip two 
vears ago, she had spent a happy month at her beloved “Hill Top” near Kodai- 
sanal, India. Scores of friends had called or come as invited guests to lunch, tea, 
e dinner. How she enjoyed it, even though at times it was quite evident that she 
id not recognize some of her guests. 

For some time she had suffered “seizures” at intervals, but always she came 
brough. However, she seemed to realize that this was the final call. When Mrs. 
*reston, her faithful nurse for the past two years, tried to tell her that she would 
2on be better, she said, “Not this time.” After a few quiet words of appreciation 
bo her nurse she slipped away. 

This was not a call to traverse the dirty, narrow streets of Vellore as she 
aad done so many times. Nor was it her usual walk through the corridors of the 
“hristian Medical College Hospital, which stands as a memorial to fifty years of 
hacrificial, loving service to the people of India. 

At the memorial service held in the Union Church, Kodaikanal, Dr. Carl 

Yberdorffer expressed it beautifully when he said, in effect, that Dr. Ida had 
eard and answered the call of her Lord and that as her spirit traversed the 
eavenly way, the pearly gates would open wide to receive her and the angelic 
.osts would welcome her into the presence of the Lord, whom she loved and 
herved. 
Most people in writing a tribute to Dr. Ida will recall her many years of 
hervice, the growth of the present Medical College and Hospital together with 
aany related institutions. These are truly wonderful memorials to Dr. Ida’s 
bourage, tenacity, and dedicated service. What may be even greater is the im- 
‘ress of her life on the lives of all the young men and women with whom she 
vas associated over the long years which she spent in Vellore. 

We who knew her as a friend can never forget her regal and gracious bear- 
ag, the glint in her beautiful blue eyes, and her lovely smile, as well as the 
conderful combination of kindness and firmness which made her a truly great 


oman. 
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Merger Matters 


Your Suggestions Invited 


June 17-18, at the headquarters of 
the Augustana Lutheran Church Wom- 
en in Chicago, the Blue Print Commit- 
tee met for consultation and discussion 
about some of the plans concerning 
‘Tutheran Church Women” in the 
merged church. The members, repre- 
senting all four of the merging groups, 
met as a committee-of-the-whole; then 
met in three subcommittees: Education, 
Finance, and Structure. 


In the Structure Committee two let- 
ters were read from women who were 
members of congregational organiza- 
tions. 

While discussing the merger at a sy- 
nodical ULCW convention, the general 
president, Mrs. Roy L. Winters, and the 
executive secretary, Miss Josephine 
Darmstaetter, had suggested and re- 
quested the women to think seriously 
about the future of the merged organi- 
zation and to share any ideas they 
might have by letters sent to either of 
them. Two women had responded, and 
it was their letters that were read at 
the meeting in Chicago. These letters 
were written in a fine spirit of genuine 
concern and with imaginative and cre- 
ative questions and suggestions for the 
future. 

It was the concensus of the Structure 
Committee that there must be other 
women in our churches who are think- 
ing and reading and praying about the 
place of the work of women in the 
emerging Church in the years ahead. 


If you have been thinking or dream- 
ing a little, you are invited to commu- 
nicate (by letter, of course) with the 
president of the general organization 
for women in your church. 


AELC: Miss Emilie Stockholm, 808 W. 
Lakeside Place, Chicago 40, Illinois 


ALCW: Mrs. Bernard Spong, 1514 East 
Minnehaha Parkway, Minneapolis 17, 
Minnesota 


o2 


SUOMI: Mrs. Bert Mackey, 361 Kenil- 
worth Avenue, N.E., Warren, Ohio 


ULCW: Mrs. Roy L. Winters, 231 South 
Main Street, Spring City, Pennsyl- 
vania 
The sharing of ideas is enriching and 

stimulating. These days call for think- 

ing—thinking big. 
—FRANCES DYSINGER 
Structure Committee 


Inter-Lutheron Retreats 


Two retreats, sponsored by the WMS 
of AELC, for the women of our four 
merging churches have been reported. 
One was held at Long Lake Camp in 
Illinois in May, when the persons pic- 
tured here appeared on a panel dis- 
cussing merger matters as they relate 
to women’s work. 


(I. to r.): Mrs. Harry S. Andersen, AELC; Miss 
Evelyn Stark, ALCW; Miss Emilie Stockholm, 
AELC; and Mrs. Howard S. Bechtolt, ULCA. 


Mrs. Donald A. Holm of Manistee, 
Michigan, reports on a second retreat: 
“June 27-29 marked the dates of the 
annual Women’s Retreat held by Dis- 
trict II of the Women’s Mission Society 
of AELC. The site was Portage Lake, 
near Manistee, Michigan. Fifty-two 
ladies availed themselves of this spirit- 
ual opportunity which went under the 
general theme of “Tomorrow’s Mission 
Work.” Included among these fifty-two 
were five from Messiah Lutheran 
Church (Aug.) and three from the 
Bethany Lutheran Church (Suomi).” 
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| Dr. Ida: The Story of Dr. Ida Scudder 

| of Vellore. By Dorothy Clarke Wil- 
son. McGraw-Hill Book Co., New 
York. 1960. 358 pages. $5.95. 


| THE YEAR Is 1890, and a singularly 
|beautiful girl is rejoining her mission- 
sary parents in Vellore, India, having 
‘completed her education in the United 
‘States. Forty Scudders have given one 
‘thousand years of missionary service, 
‘and the fun-loving girl is determined 
ito defy family tradition and lead a 
/normal life in the States. 

| Then one never-to-be-forgotten 
night her fate was decided. One by one 
ithree caste-bound husbands, two Hin- 
‘du, one Moslem, refused to allow a 
‘man—her medical missionary father— 
‘io attend their wives in childbirth. 
Thinking Ida to be a doctor also, they 
‘pleaded with her to save their wives. 
‘Helplessly she stood by while the 
‘women died. Then and there was born 
the resolve that India’s women would 
have at least one woman doctor. 

From this stems one of the most dra- 
wnatic missionary books of recent years 
and immortalizes a _ distinguished 
‘American, Dr. Ida Scudder. 

Dorothy Clarke Wilson, herself the 
wife of a Methodist minister, pens an 
exciting and inspiring story of one of 
the most honored of medical mission- 
aries, who gave fifty years of service to 
Indian women as gynecologist, surgeon, 
and educator. Tirelessly she battled 
against ancient Indian taboos and trag- 
ic ignorance to foster decent medical 
care for women. The monument to Dr. 
Scudder’s efforts toward the emancipa- 
tion of the women of India, the realiza- 
tion of her dreams, is the huge, sprawl- 
ing Christian Medical Center at Vel- 
lore in South India. 

The author has caught the throbbing 
oulse and pathos of India, and has giv- 
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en missionaries a new stature. One 
will long remember the clinics, with 
their patient lines of the suffering, and 
“Roadside,” the quaint traveling dis- 
pensary, the “devil” from which vil- 
lagers ran away. 

Mrs. Wilson spins a fascinating web 
of Indian life and customs around the 
daring and indomitable, yet charming 
and lovable Dr. Ida. The result is a 
book not to be missed. 


HELEN SWARTHOUT 


Strength for Living. By Hazel T. Wil- 
son. Abingdon Press. New York, 
1960. 78 pages. $1.50. 


Here Is a series of daily meditations 
or devotions selected and designed to 
bring its users that strength for living 
so sorely needed in today’s confused 
and perplexing world. Daily themes 
include “God’s Way,” “Rest,” “Change,” 
*Joy," 9) Pains =“Day. by. “Day, ane 
twenty-five others which will bear re- 
peating beyond the initial span of thir- 
ty-one days. 


To a carefully selected verse of 
Scripture, a poem or quotation, and a 
prayer, Mrs. Wilson has added a medi- 
tation of her own for each day. A col- 
lection of a dozen prayers from the 
ages concludes the book. The sum total 
should lead toward the author’s hope 
that “we may discover that our ap- 
pointed task is to make a holy place in 
at least one spot on earth.” 

Mrs. RicHarpD T. SUTCLIFFE 


Order these books from the Augus- 
tana Book Concern, Rock Island, IIL; 
the Finnish Book Concern, Hancock, 
Mich.; the United Lutheran Publica- 
tion House, 2900 Queen Lane, Phila- 
delphia 29, Pa., or their branch stores 
nearest you. 
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Stamp Shows Mother 
Reading from Bible 

Washington, D. C.—This four-cent 
commemorative postage stamp honor- 
ing American women’s contributions to 
society depicts a mother reading to her 
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child from a Bible. It is the fourth 
stamp the U. S. has issued showing a 
Bible. The panel symbolizes the work 
of women in the home, giving spiritual 
and moral guidance, explains artist 
Robert P. Sivard. The stamp marks 
the fortieth anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the Women’s Bureau of the 
U. S. Department of Labor. 


_ Lutheran Radio Series 
Starts October 9 


New York—(PRT)—The Lutheran 
series of The Protestant Hour will re- 
turn to the air Sundays starting Oc- 
tober 9. Dr. Edmund Steimle of the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia, Pa., will be the speaker, 
and the Wittenberg University Choir, 
under the direction of Professor L. 
David Miller, will present the music. 

Station listings will be furnished to 
Lutheran pastors, who are requested 
to check their local station for time of 
broadeast and make this information 
available in their community. 
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500 Delegates Form 
The ALC Auxiliary 

Minneapolis—The American Luther- 
an Church Women (The ALCW) with 
more than 700,000 members was con-_ 
stituted in July in Northfield, Minn. 
It replaced four existing women’s aux-. 
iliaries of the three church bodies 
which united to form The American 
Lutheran Church (The ALC) in late 
April. The American Evangelical, and 
United Evangelical Lutheran churches 
(ALC, ELC, UELC) took part in the’ 
merger. 

Existing women’s groups in The 
ALC’s 5,000 congregations—such as’ 
Altar Guilds, Ladies’ Aids, missionary 
or charitable groups—were integrated 
in The ALCW. 

“All women of the congregation will 
be considered members of The ALCW,” 
said Miss Dorothy Haas, executive di-_ 
rector. “They will do auxiliary work 
for the congregations through ‘circles’— | 
small groups, usually with special ins§ 
terests.” | 

Five hundred _ delegates from 
throughout the nation attended the 
meeting. 


Norway Offers Lay 
Posts to Women 


Oslo—(LWF)—A plan for develop- 
ment of full-time lay parish vocations 
for women theological graduates has 
been approved by the Council of Bish- 
ops of the (Lutheran) Church of Nor-— 
way. Under the plan, women would be 
employed in a wide range of modern 
congregational activities not requiring 
the services of ordained ministers, such 
as visitation, Sunday school and youth 
work, and conduct of Bible study 
groups. 
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| The fortnightly church paper Lu- 
'thersk Kirketidende said that if the 
iplan succeeded, Norway would be 
saved from the controversial agitation 
‘which the neighboring Church of Swe- 
iden is experiencing as a result of the 
decision to admit women theological 
graduates to the ordained ministry. 


In Finland, meanwhile, the Chris- 

tian newspaper Kotimaa, commenting 
n the dissension among Swedish Lu- 
ltherans over the issue of women pas- 
tors, said that “the Finnish nation has 
ecepted as something natural that 
jwomen, too, should act as servants of 
od’s Word in congregations, as teach- 
rs and preachers. Hardly anybody 
| ould want this successful and blessed 
service to be discontinued.” 
_ Although women are still legally 
jbarred from the Finnish Lutheran min- 
‘istry, many of them who are theolog- 
ically trained are employed in church 
work not involving administration of 
tthe sacraments. 


§. African Lutherans 
©riticize Apartheid 


Cape Town — (LWF) — West Cape 
fzerman Lutheran clergymen have is- 
sued a joint pastoral letter to their 
feongregations containing a veiled crit- 
deism of the government’s apartheid 
wolicy on biblical and _ theological 
sorounds. 

“The unity of Christ’s fellowship 
rwhich was created by the divine Word 
cannot be split by any earthly power 
‘nor any claim for sovereign authority 
of an ideology,” they declared. 

They said all Christians had the duty 

‘personally to keep human life from 
being ruled by “false gods, such as 
ideological group prejudice and mis- 
trust, collective fear, a desire for pros- 
perity and pleasure, or an escape into 
a private existence.” 
The letter was signed by six West 
Cape area pastors of the German Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of South Af- 
rica. 
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They acknowledge that “we as the 
Church” had not done all that should 
have been done to help “our younger 
sister Churches” in the way of finan- 
cial aid, intercessory prayer, personal 
contacts, and assistance in the training 
of pastors. 


Awards Given Religious Leaders 


Washington, D.C.—AI1 smiles at the 
tenth annual Washington Pilgrimage of 
American Churchmen, sponsored by 
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the Religious Heritage of America, Inc., 
are (left to right): Mrs. Ruth Young- 
dahl Nelson of Washington, D. C., au- 
thor, a leader of United Church Wom- 
en. and member of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church Women, who received the 
Church Woman of the Year Award; 
Dr. D. Elton Trueblood, noted Quaker 
author, philosopher, and professor at 
Earlham (Ind.) College, named Clergy- 
man of the Year; Lillian R. Block, 
managing editor of Religious News 
Service, which was presented with an 
Award of Merit for “consistent empha- 
sis on our national religious heritage, 
with fairness and accuracy” and “for 
first class reporting”; and George Cor- 
nell, religion writer tor the Associated 
Press, who received the fifth annual 
Faith and Freedom Award in religious 
journalism. 


Sis) 
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Lady’s First 


Stockholm—The Rev. Elisabeth 
Djurle (left), like the bride and groom, 
takes part in her first marriage cere- 
mony at the Engelbrekt church in 
Stockholm. She is one of the first three 
women ordained in the (State Luther- 
an) Church of Sweden earlier this year. 


Children of Ten Families Baptized 


Hong Kong—These twenty-two chil- 
dren and babies from ten families were 
baptized in one service at the Shum- 
shuipo Lutheran Church, Hong Kong. 
Some of the mothers are in the pic- 
ture below. Seated in the center are 
Miss Hanna Hanson, Augustana mis- 
sionary, Pastor Paul Kuc, and Miss 
Christine Chu, Bible woman. 
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Shooting Begun on New 
Lutheran Feature Film 


Moelin, Germany—(NLC)—A steel 
factory in this little town, only ten 
miles west of the Iron Curtain, was 
turned into a Soviet-type “people’s 
factory” for the shooting of the first 
scenes of a new Lutheran sponsored 
full-length feature film that will dram- 
atize the struggle of Christians to hold! 
fast their convictions under atheistic 
pressure in East Germany. q 


As producer Lothar Wolff of Louis 
De Rochemont Associates in New York, 
gave the signal to begin the new pro-, 
duction, the international cast and) 
crew, as well as German workers of; 
the factory, gathered for a short period: 
of devotions led by Dr. Oswald C. J.| 
Hoffmann, public relations director of; 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. ; 


Reading from a miniature New Tes-! 
tament designed and printed by the! 
Altenberg Bible Publishing House in 
East Germany for people in need to 
hide their pocket Bibles, Dr. Hoffman 
underscored that “we will be doing a 
film about people whom God must love 
because he has chastized them.” 


The movie is sponsored and pro- 
duced by the creators of the successful 
Martin Luther. Its release is expected 
around the end of this year. 
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Lutheran Women 


from the Editor's 


| 
| Too Much on Foreign Missions 


Dear Eprror: I am writing you in the 
hope that the editorial staff might see 
its way clear to incorporating some 
suggestions into future issues of Lu- 
THERAN WOMEN. 


I feel that women want to know what 
jother women are doing in their congre- 
ations, conferences, districts, synods, 
etc., and want to have a better under- 
tanding of their church and their God. 
would like to see news from synods, 
etc., such as appears in the youth mag- 
azine Luther Life and also in The Lu- 
theran. I feel these ideas and news ar- 
ticles should come from women out in 
|the congregations and not take the form 
of editorial comment from a few women 
vehind a desk. Pictures certainly would 
ibe a help, too. 


As for educational material, I feel 
that too much emphasis is being placed 
nm foreign missions. It is granted that 
ve need the missionary impetus, but 
nis is more than adequately covered 
im the Foreign Missionary and other 
»ooklets available to the women. In the 
ay issue of LuTHERAN WoMEN, there 
sre at least four articles devoted to for- 
sign missions and the other articles at- 
empt in one way or another to press 
erward the same emphasis. I realize 
here is a “monthly emphasis,” but I 
ail to see how missions always man- 
ages to become the dominant feature. 
[ feel that one article on foreign mis- 
sions per issue would be sufficient. Also 
most pastors and/or their wives see to 
t that foreign missions is stressed in 
cheir women’s groups. 


The material in the April issue of 
UTHERAN WOMEN comes much closer 
:o what I feel would be a more “well 
palanced” magazine. Perhaps a five- 
ooint program (or something similar) 
0 that which the Luther League now 
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has in effect (Christian vocations, 
evangelism, missions, social action, and 
recreation) would be a starting point 
to balancing the educational and devo- 
tional material to give our women an 
overall outlook on the phases of the 
Christian faith. How about some Bible 
study, too? 


Perhaps the women out in the parish 
could discuss these aspects and give 
you their ideas of what they would like 
to see in “their” magazine. Make Lu- 
THERAN WoMEN “their” magazine in- 
stead of a magazine of an editorial staff. 

JOAN R. ALBERT 
Wolbach, Nebr. 


Help Church Librarians 


Dear Epiror: We do have a book sec- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WoMEN, and as 
church librarian I am always eager to 
read about books in any of our publi- 
cations. So I am grateful for this page. 


What does our magazine—or any 
other ULCA  publication—do about 
the Lutheran Church Library Associa- 
tion or other helps for the librarian? 
I find that our ULCA group is weak- 
est in interest and work in church li- 
braries. Our Augustana people are 
much more active in this field—and of 
course the Methodists and Baptists are 
so far ahead of us that they have been 
extremely helpful in sending us ma- 
terials. 


We have just completed a library 
workshop at Gustavus Adolphus Col- 
lege in St. Peter, Minnesota, at which 
there were librarians (church librari- 
ans) from as far away as Seattle, 
Washington. Many were from the Chi- 
cago area also. This was the second 
such workshop, and I am sure there 
will be another each year. Would it be 
possible or profitable for our magazine 
to carry something about this helpful 
organization and its really splendid 
work in helping our Lutheran churches 
to form libraries? 

Mrs. Westey W. HarpiIneG 
St. Louis Park, Minn. 
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Praver Concerns for September 


Sal fe MO ISS) 


Let us unite in prayer each day for one of the following concerns, praying tora. 


The dedication of parents to bring up their children in the “discipline and | 
instruction of the Lord.” 

God’s blessing on the memory and work of Dr. Ida Scudder in India. 

The safety of all who travel the nation’s highways and airways this week. 
Newly approved parish workers and missionaries going into new fields. | 
Labor Day. A mutual concern of labor and the Church for the God-given | 
dignity of workers and their service to mankind. 

Better educational opportunities for the youth of all lands. 

Public school teachers, that they may have a deeper awareness of the need 
and implications of the Christian faith in their work. 

Spiritual growth for all the women’s organizations of our churches. 

The Tokyo Woman’s Christian College, that its needs may be met. 

Respect and appreciation for the contributions that Christians of other cul- 
tures make toward the Church, wherever it is planted. 

Forgiveness for resistance to change, and the grace to overcome it. 

Those afflicted with leprosy and the dedicated persons who serve them. 
Strong and wise Christian leaders in the new nations being born. 

Those who help communicate the Word of God through radio and television | 
in every corner of the earth. 


Renewed sense of mission in America to lead the world to peace through 
lawful means. 


{ 


Dedicated Christian men and women to enter professions of government 
service, science, law, and teaching. 

Forgiveness that we drag our feet when we should be running in the service 
of the Lord. 

Vision for auxiliaries as to their task in the Church’s mission. 

Gratitude for Church publishing houses and their publications. 

More conscience-stricken Americans to help build a society of equal justice, 
respect, and opportunity for all Americans. 

Blessings on the offerings of our women’s groups that they may reflect our 
response to God’s gifts to us. 

The Lutheran School for the Blind in Rentachintala, India. 

The enemies of the church of Christ that they may be won by his love. 
Wisdom and courage for our national leaders that God’s will may be mani- 
fest in their decisions. 

Christian Education Week that it may open up ways in which the Christian 
worker may become more efficient in his calling. 

The guidance of the Holy Spirit in the Biennial Convention of the ALCW. 
More men and women to give personal support to the church school. 

The Sunday School by Mail in isolated areas of Canada and the U. S. 
Sunday school work in the younger churches of Tanganyika, Liberia, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, Malaya, India, Japan, Argentina, and British Guiana. 


The daring to venture out into new areas of thought and service for the 
Church. 
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The Heart of Ruth 


by Ruth Youngdah! Nelson 


By LITERARY criTIcs, the Old Testament story of Ruth is considered to be an 
| example of a perfect short story. But it is much more than that! Besides being 
_ an account of loyal devotion, revealing a heart of love, it is an everlasting witness 
| to God’s guiding, and it substantiates the claim that he rules 
in the destiny of nations, even generations before the fruition 
of his love is evidenced. For our day, for our disturbed, con- 
fused, rebellious world, here, indeed, is a timely message! 
Read the story again. It takes only a matter of minutes. In 
contrast to the in-law stories of cur day, what a refreshing 
relationship is revealed here! 


Elimelech and Naomi and their two sons went to live in 
the country of Moab because of a famine in Judah. Elimelech 
died in this strange land, and both of the sons married Moa- 
| bite women. Then the sons died, and three widows were left 
_alone. Naturally Naomi’s heart yearned to go back to her homeland. Together 
_the three women set out to return. Then sensitive-hearted Naomi recognized that 

for her daughters-in-law it was not a return, but a leaving of all that was fa- 
_miliar, so she entreats them to go back. We are struck with the devotion of these 
women for each other! What a contrast to the caricatured in-law relationship of 
our day! Love-filled hearts is the answer. 
The Hebrew custom was that when a husband died, the next of kin would 
marry his widow. (Remember how the Sadducees used this principle to pose 
that catchy question to Christ?) Naomi knew that the prospects for Orpha and 
Ruth were pretty slim back in Judah, so she releases them to stay in their own 
tand and re-marry. Orpha is persuaded, but the heart of Ruth, filled with loyal- 
ty and love, cannot be diverted, and she bursts forth into those classic words: 
“Entreat me not to leave you... your people shall be my people, and your God 
my God.” 
The rest of the story moves along with amazing precision. The gleaning in 
Boaz’s field, his kindness to Ruth, Naomi’s scheme, Boaz’s sense of honor—all 
/ converge until every obstacle has been removed. Ruth and Boaz are married, 
_and in slow motion the wheels of history move to prepare the lineage for the One 
‘who was to be born of a woman, the One who was to be the promised Messiah and 

the Saviour of the world. Here is the amazing plan of man’s redemption in the 
| heart of God! 

What a message for our day! God is at work in the hearts and lives of or- 
| dinary people like you and me; yes, even in the everyday occurrences. No mat- 
‘ter how difficult circumstances may be, he can work in them for good. If in 
‘loyalty and devotion we follow him, the tangled threads of our human relation- 
ships become unsnarled and weave into a wonderful pattern of his love. 

God lived in the heart of Ruth, and so love, loyalty, and trust were her at- 
tributes. ; 

Prayer: Search our hearts, O Lord, and rid them of selfish ways. Make us 
‘your handmaidens in the destiny of today’s world. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


rs. Clarence Nelson 
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Sete eens os fa Speakers 
<a SS Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, President, National 
a ee Council of Churches of Christ, USA 
a. NS ; 
eS ane Dr. Carl W. Segerhammar, Vice-President, 
fo te care rs Augustana Lutheran Church 
ay) Lai Sar RR 020 
oe eh So Dr. Theodore E. Matson, Executive Direc- 
iia > 2 a Z tor, Board of American Missions (Aug.) 
yal a! 
m > z ei S$ 8 oH Miss Pauline Frederick, NBC radio and TV 
a iit news commentator, United Nations 
a — 0 ya : 
| 5 ela 2. ~ 6 Mr. Sam Edwins, Director of Stewardship 
>on ee a g =p Education (Aug.) 
> on z ‘a 4 3 a = Dr. Armin Grams, Associate Professor, In- 
reo ey aia ieudie stitute of Child Development and Wel- 
mle ‘i NEs fare, University of Minnesota 
“tt > aa So = 3 
Baie peieet Mr. George A. Heimrich, Director of 
Or Goes Pave Broadcasting and Film Commission West 
| 2 = Coast Office, National Council of 
a Churches of Christ, USA 
REGISTRATION BLANK FOR VISITING DELEGATES 
_ Biennial Convention Augustana Lutheran Church Women Sept. 26-29 
| Name Send to Registrar: 
Mrs. Andrew Allison 
: 4916 Briar 
on Mission, Kansas 
City State Total amount 
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Reservations desired as checked below: 
check or money order for total amount must accompany reservation. No reservations assured after Sept. 10 — 


Registration fee—$5 ea Sept. 26—2 P.M.— Tour of 
Banquet, Sept. 28—$3.50 Kansas. City: $1.50 im 
(for all persons not registered—$4.50 el Tour of Truman Library 
| “Heart of the Nation Day” tray Independence, Mo. $1.50 ia 
luncheon, Sept. 29—$1 fa} 
® REGISTRATION: Hotel President 
Hotel reservations must be made direct with y 12 noon to 7 P.M., Sept. 26 
the hotel: i Hotel President, Baltimore & 14th St., K. C., Mo. 
The Aladdin Hotel, 1213 Wyandotte St., K. C., Mo, 


